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Dear Ms. Searcy,
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Transmitted for filing on behalf of USIA Bureau of
Broadcasting is the original and four copies of comments in the
above-referenced matter.

Directorate

Should any questions arise, please contact Ms. lone Salkoski,
Chief, satellite and Terrestrial co..unications Division at
202 205 2974.

Sincere

Richard C~ClW.

Deputy for
USIA
Bureau of Broadcasting
Washington, D.C.

No. of Copiesrec'd~
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The U. S. Information Agency(USIA) sublaits its cOlDb8nts in
support of the above proceeding. USIA presents news and
information about the U.s. overseas. USIA ha$ an international
television network, WORLDHET, which utilizes international and
regional satellites for transmission of its proqraas. USIA
operates over 300 television receive-only earth stations(TVROS) in
approximately 150 countries.

Since WORLDNET was created in 1983, USIA has faced many
challenges in obtaining host country approvals for installation of
our TVROs overseas. In some cases, the approval and installation
process took years and delayed service implementation.

In recent years, there has been a dramatic increase in the
number of countries which have deregulated their teleco_unications
industries. In particular, many countries in Europe allow dishes
Which are receive-only to be installed without licensing
require.ents.

USIA believes sharing information is in the public interest and
supports eliminating licensing requirements for reoeive-only dishes
for accessing international satellites. Receive-only earth
stations do not transmit signals and therefore, pose no technical
problems to other satellite users.

Accordingly, USIA respectfully requests the Commission to act
promptly to amend Section 25.131 of the Commission's Rules to
eliminate the licensing requirement.


